The Hidden Ridge GEM

April 2015
The President’s Message

Dear Fellow Hidden Ridgers,
Spring has finally arrived and from reports that I have
received from those at Hidden Ridge it was not a moment
too soon for our community and its residents. This past
winter has been classified as probably the harshest one
that the northeast has had to endure.
Besides the large volume of snow and the subzero
temperatures, our residents at Hidden Ridge have had to
survive through frozen pipes that prevented water from
entering their units, ice damming, roof leaks and no water
due to water main breaks/repairs.
I want to commend our residents for their patience and
cooperation while these problems were/are dealt with. I
can understand the frustration and anger a homeowner
might have when these situations arise. I have to give all
of you credit for braving the elements and these hurdles.
While in Florida, I received numerous phone calls,
text messages and emails from those affected. I was in
constant contact (sometimes 6 times a day) with Lenny
Kirschenbaum who has gone above and beyond in dealing and resolving situation after situation, crisis after crisis. Lenny, once again, has proven that he is the true
“jewel” of Hidden Ridge. He, along with our winter
maintenance crew- Mike Bauer and Richie Spears fought
the elements to provide a safe environment for those of
you who reside at Hidden Ridge during the winter
months. During the most recent water main breaks, when
the water had to be turned off to facilitate the repair of the
lines, Lenny and our guys notified our residents of the
situation as well as purchasing and distributing water to
them so that they would have potable drinking water
available. We are very lucky to have them caring about
our community. While I have heard complaints from
several homeowners about these crises, I did not hear that
any of them offered to assist in these efforts to care for
themselves and their neighbors. Also, a special thank you
goes to Jerry Bassik and our safety crew for helping to
“hold down the fort” during those cold winter months.
The remainder of our maintenance crew has reported
back to work and is currently restoring Hidden Ridge to
its natural beauty. They are busily cleaning up broken
branches and leaves, repairing and filling pot holes, replacing sinking drains and reseeding lawns. Our roofer is
busily tending to those roofs with leaks. Please be patient
and cooperate with the contractors and our maintenance
staff.
As was reported in the December GEM, the HOA has
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From the Editor
Dear Fellow Hidden Ridgers,
Counting the days until we start heading back up again,
there are several things I am so looking forward to seeing
and doing. And there are quite a number of things I dread.
I look forward to visiting with our friends with whom we
share an evening or so along the route home. I am looking
forward to seeing the spring foliage and flowers that we
don’t see here in Florida. I look forward to seeing my
friends and family in New York whom I haven’t seen for the
last 7 months. I look forward to Wednesday night rehearsals in NYC with my synagogue chorus and staying overnight with my friend in Brooklyn. I look forward to Monday night poker/canasta. I can’t wait until the pool opens
up in Hidden Ridge, because I know that there I will go
regularly. I eagerly await the beginning of the “season”
and regular weekly Saturday night entertainment. And,
mostly, I look forward to being in “my country,” my home,
the place that holds most of my happiest memories, both as
a child and as an adult.
I am not looking forward to the cold weather. Although,
after dealing with April in Florida, 60o doesn’t sound so
bad! I also am not looking forward to dealing with the
gypsy moth worms, the bugs and certain other critters,
including but not limited to the skunks as road kill. I dread
having to shop during week days or redesigning my schedule based upon others’ preferences. And I don’t want to
even think about all of the aggravating issues that might
have to be dealt with at the Ridge itself. I just hope that after this crazy winter, people will come back to the community with a refreshed idea of summer and will put their energies into having fun. I know that’s what I am looking forward to!
Linda
purchased and is preparing to plant a living fence along our
border nearest the hiking trail abutting the Oster property in
order to muffle the noise coming from the Family Fun
Farm.
We recently purchased a used Polaris Ranger 700 to replace one of our utility vehicles that was inoperable. This
new addition has four wheel drive, comes with a winch and
plow, new tires, low usage and is in very good condition.
Our pool needs some tender loving care. Last fall we
had extensive repairs made to discover and correct the
problem we were having with the daily loss of water. The
Board is looking into resurfacing the pool prior to opening
it this season. Our pool service company has been
(continued on page 4, column 2)
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President Bonnie Siegel reminds all homeowners that a
current copy of your insurance certification is required to be
on file with the HOA. This form should include the unit
number as well as the effective dates of coverage. A copy
of the Declarations page is acceptable and preferred. Handwritten details on these documents as well as premium notices are not acceptable. Send your certification forms directly to the Hidden Ridge Office, PO Box 976, Monticello,
NY 12701.

Hidden Ridge H.O.A.
Committee Liaisons

If you have any confusion about insurance, as per the
letter that was recently sent to all homeowners, please see
page 7 for clarification.
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Clubhouse
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Larry Miles
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Upcoming Events
Next Board Meeting: May 31, 2015
10 AM in the Clubhouse
Want to announce something to our community? Call Linda and place an ad in the GEM.
Please call 917-747-8660 or email: bonsdiva@aol.com
DEADLINE for JUNE ISSUE - May 20th
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Important Reminder
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Classifieds
Wanted:

Ads to defray costs of printing the GEM,
such as, business cards, etc.
Prices for ad space in newsletter:
 full page
$25/issue
$125/year
 1/2 page
$15/issue
$ 75/year
 1/4 page
$10/issue
$ 50/year
 business card
$ 5/issue
$ 25/year
Call Linda: 845-791-6056 (May-Oct.) 561-498-9338 (Oct.-May)

GEM Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Senior Editor
Advertising
Contributing Writers:

Linda Solomon
Bonnie Siegel
Jerry Bassik
Warren Berkowitz
Eddie Erlich
Ed Hertz
Janet Lieberman
Allan Meyers
Peter Morello
Karen Seltzer
Terry Steinberg
If you would like to contribute to future issues or consider
writing a regular byline, please notify the Editor-in-Chief.
Please send your information to:
Linda Solomon at bonsdiva@aol.com
The GEM Editor-in-Chief is looking for an individual(s) who will undertake the bookkeeping of the
GEM’s monthly vendors. Please contact me immediately at bonsdiva@aol.com

Happy Anniversary

Life Cycle Events

APRIL

3 Passover

3 Good Friday

5 Easter Sunday

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Clocks and Watches
China
Crystal and Glass
Electrical Appliances
Silverware
Wood
Desk Sets –Pens and Pencil Sets
Linens and Laces
Leather
Diamond Watches and Jewelry
Fashion Jewelry and Accessories
Pearl or Colored Gems
Textiles or Furs

04-03
04-09
04-11
05-11
05-19

15
April Tax Day
22 Earth Day
15-16Yom Ha’Shoah
Holocaust Remembrance

15. Watches
16. Silver Hollowware
17. Furniture
18. Porcelain
19. Bronze
20. Platinum Watches and Jewelry
25. Sterling Silver Jubilee
30. Diamond Watches and Jewelry
35. Jade
40. Ruby
45. Sapphire
50. Golden Jubilee
55. Emerald

Hermine & Barry Block
Sylvia & Donald Singer
Myrna & Arnold Young
Andrea & Theo Goldstein
Cantor Max & Lena Rubin

HOLD THE DATE! *
1 May Day
Cinco de
Mayo May 5

Mother’s Day
May 10

Memorial Day
May 25

Happy Birthday
April - Birthstone: Diamond
May - Birthstone: Emerald
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Aries (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)
Taurus (Apr. 20 - May 20)

04-06
04-07
04-08
04-09
04-16
04-20
04-24
04-25
04-27
04-28

Donald Singer
Carole Levine
Warren Streisand
Robbie Schecter
Stan Schecter
Jason Keigher
Charney Greenberg
Sy Rosdeitcher
Betty Fuchs
Ilana Zablozki
Joe Gluck
Harvey Levine
Arthur Cooperberg

05-03
05-04
05-05
05-12
05-16
05-17
05-20
05-23
05-25
05-27
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Roberta Shapiro
Fran Zatz
Mel Perlman
Rita Kukafka
Penny Schatten
Marlene Marcus
Ron Kukafka
Helen Klein
Allan Shapiro
Frieda Jacubowicz
Sol Klein
Ilene Mizrach
Jerry Bassik
Thelma Friedenthal
Diane Silber
Liora Wilkins













Sunday, May 31 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, June 14 - Welcome Back Brunch
Sunday, June 28 - Association General Meeting
Sunday, July 12 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, July 19 - Meet the Candidates
Sunday, July 26 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, August 2 - Annual Meeting and Elections
Sunday, August 9 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, August 23 - Board of Directors Meeting
Sunday, August 30 - Association General Meeting
Sunday, September 20 - Board of Directors Meeting

* Dates are subject to change, please check bulletin board
and web site.

SPECIAL
GEMS
Congratulations to
Alice and Jerry
Chiappetta!
Their horse,
Pretension
won the purse at
Aqueduct Race
Track on
January 18, 2015!

MORE SPECIAL
GEMS

Thank you and good luck!
The Board of Directors on
behalf of the Hidden Ridge
Community would like to thank Nicole
Ziegler for her many years of servicing the
Hidden Ridge office. We wish her luck on her
new endeavor with the Sullivan County BOCES. Nicole will be missed by all of us who
have worked with her.
~
The Board of Directors on behalf of the
Hidden Ridge Community welcomes and
wishes good luck to Amey DuBois, who has
taken over for Nicole at Guy Jollies’ office.
We are confident that she will handle our accounts with the same professionalism to
which we have become accustomed.

DIRECTORY INFORMATION SHEET
UPDATE NEEDED
Have you been receiving emails from the Board of
Directors? If you have not, it means that we do not
have a current email address on file for you.
Please complete the back page of the GEM to update your information. If you do not have an email address, please let us know so that we can form a telephone squad to call you if we have to disseminate information quickly to the residents of the community.
All information will be kept confidential.
A new directory will be published this summer.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Something to think about
submitted by Eddie Erlich

The tongue has no bones but is strong enough to
break a heart; so, be careful with your words.

Words to Live By

Congratulations to The Schattens on the
birth of:
Jacob Aron Schatten Watson to Rebecca and Joe
and
Daniel Schatten Malka to Rachel and Sachar
Congratulations to Robbie and Stan Schecter on the
birth of Dylan Jacob to Steven and Tatiana
(With apologies to Doris and Sy Rosdeitcher)
We belatedly congratulate their granddaughter,
Jenna Rothstein, on becoming Bat Mitzvah in October 2014!
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One’s philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is
expressed in the choices one makes...and the
choices we make are ultimately our responsibility.
Eleanor Roosevelt
March 7, 1893 - May 1, 1968

(continued from page 1, column 2, President’s message)

notified to start work on getting our pool ready. While we
know that some of you would like to have the pool open as
early as the Memorial Day Weekend, this may not be possible depending on the extent of work that needs to be done.
It is too early to make any promises. We will have the pool
open as early as possible.
The Board members have been planning for the upcoming summer season. We have communicated with each
other by email and by phone in order to conduct business.
We have been working on planning social events as well as
a schedule of meetings.
On a personal note, I look forward to my return to Hidden Ridge in mid May to see all of you and to enjoy the
upcoming summer season. May everyone who is traveling
to Hidden Ridge have a safe journey.
Bonnie

Dining and Entertainment

Robbie’s Recipes
submitted by Robbie Schecter

Robbie is still on vacation, so I would like to share
some “recipes” with all of you that come from a cookbook
I edited not too many years ago. These two recipes appeared in the cookbook, After 6 Club: Our Favorite Recipes, page 9, Delray Villas, Delray Beach, Florida.
Linda

RECIPE FOR A “REAL PERSON”
(aka “Mentsch”)
1 C Common Sense
2 tsp. Curiosity
1 Heart (Large)
1 Mind (Alert)
Dash of Humor
Fold in bowl with cooperation and blend with [your
favorite] activities. Place in frame...tall or short…. slender or
plump.
Mix well with Humanity…..Bake in a good faith.

RECIPE FOR “HAPPINESS
2 heaping C of Patience a dash of Laughter
1 heartful of Love
a generous sprinkle of Kindness
2 handfuls of Generosity plenty of Faith
1 headful of Understanding
1. Combine Patience, Love and Generosity with
Understanding.
2. Add a dash of Laughter and sprinkle generously with
Kindness.
3. Add plenty of Faith and mix well. Spread over a period of
a Lifetime…
4. And serve everybody you meet.

Courtesy CARIH - N.A.C. New York Council Cook Book,
Brooklyn, NY
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HOMEOWNERS!
If you are planning to rent your unit for any time during
2015, please contact Bonnie Siegel since she is compiling
a comprehensive list of units for rent so that she can share
the information with potential renters. She has received
several phone calls from potential renters.
siegelmath@aol.com 917-969-9646

Rentals at Hidden Ridge - Updated Rules
The rental rules were revised in the summer of 2010
and 2014. We are printing them again to remind those
homeowners who are renting their units this year.
Rental Rules:
1. The homes in our community are to be used for residential purposes only. The Board defines “residential
purposes” as including the following:
A home may be deemed to be used for “residential
purposes” if said home, or a portion of said home,
is leased to one (1) individual or a group of individuals for any period of time up to a maximum of
twelve (12) months over a period of eighteen (18)
months. The leasing of a home, or portion of a
home, for any portion of a given month during the
twelve (12) month period referenced herein, shall
be deemed leasing for an entire month for the purposes of calculating the aforesaid eighteen (18)
month period. All leases will be for one year and
non– renewable.
2. The rental fee for a twelve (12) month period will be
$1200.
3. The rental fee for a summer rental (May - October)
will be $500.
4. Homeowners who rent their units are to provide to the
Homeowners Association a copy of the lease along
with the appropriate fees. The lease and the fee are
to be sent to the office at least 30 days prior to the
occupancy of the tenants. A late fee of $250 will be
assessed to the owner if the rental fee is not paid two
weeks prior to occupancy. The homeowner is to complete and submit the 2015 rental form along with the
lease and appropriate fee.
5. In order for the tenant to be able to use the facilities
and participate in any HOA activities, all maintenance
fees must be current.
6. Unit owners are required to hand the keys to the unit
and mailbox as well as the Revised A-Z Booklet to the
renter.
7. Units are rented “as is.” It is the owner’s obligation,
not the Homeowners Association to repair and maintain the inside of the unit.
Rental Forms:
Rental forms can be obtained from Amy DuBois at the
office, 845-794-7173, ext. 18. If you have any questions
regarding rentals, contact Bonnie Siegel (917) 969-9646.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS
ver
asso
P
y
p

Hap

To all our friends and neighbors in Hidden
Ridge, we offer our sincere good wishes for
a Happy, Healthy, and Peaceful Holiday.
Robert Gannon
Charney & Chuck Greenberg
Myra & Joe Gluck
Lenny Kirschenbaum & Brenda Nickerson
Milton & Harriet Kopelman
Gloria & Arnold Plotsky
Sy & Doris Rosdeitcher
Florence & Jack Sachs
Allan & Roberta Shapiro
Bonnie Siegel & Linda Solomon
The Next Greetings will appear in the September 2015 issue.
Please complete this form and submit with $3 to
Linda Solomon, GEM Editor-in-Chief.
Name(s) (as you want it to appear in the Holiday Greetings)

Your Name

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM
THE BOARD
The following is a clarification on curb boxes.
Crystal Water Supply Company is responsible for the delivery of water to our community. They are responsible for the
maintenance of the pipes leading to each unit’s curb box.
The homeowner is responsible for the turning on and turning off the water entering their unit. Each unit has a curb valve
which is turned to the on or off position to allow the flow of
water into the unit. In addition there are turn on/turn off valves
within each unit that allows the flow of water into the unit.
Homeowners are reminded that if they chose to turn off
their water for the winter and then turn the water back on when
they return on the spring, they are responsible for any damage
caused by their plumber/contractor to their curb box. The
HOA is not responsible for any damage to these pipes.
At a Board of Directors meeting in July 13, 2014 the following was discussed;
Curb Valves: We are revisiting these because we did not
come to closure on this topic. According to the tariff for the
water company, they are responsible for the maintenance of the
pipes that brings the water to the homeowner. After a conversation with a member of the Public Service Commission, it was
decided that it is the homeowner should be responsible for the
maintenance of the curb valve. The curb valve is the valve that
permits the flow of water into the house from the outside. It is
opened and closed for seasonal residents by their plumber or
the person they pay to open/close their unit. Our crew can assist by digging down to the box.
Motion: From this point forward, the homeowner is
responsible for the repair/replacement of the curb
valve. Our maintenance crew will assist in the digging up if needed.
Motion made by Lenny, seconded by Ed
Motion passed: 4 yes, 3 no, 0 abstain, 0 absent
Homeowners should make their plumber or person turning
on/off their water aware of this policy.

HR Address
Send to: Linda Solomon
*(after May 10) 6 HR. Terrace
*(until May 10) 6675 Overland Drive
Delray Beach, FL 33484
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Cul-de-Sac Liaisons
Cul-de-Sac
Azaleas
Birch
Camellias
Daffodils
Elms
Firs
Gardenias
Hemlocks
Iris
Juniper
Kerrias
Laurels
Magnolias
Narcissus
Oaks
Petunias
Roses

Numbers
15-23D
29-43D
59-73D
89-103D
107-125D
149-171D
173-187D
193-205D
196-214D
126-148D
74-96D
44-58D
29-43T
45-58T
28-46T
6-26T
8-14D

Liaison
Karen Seltzer
Helen Klein
Betty Fuchs
Fran Zatz
Julia Glaz
Lenny Kirschenbaum
Jerry Bassik
Lenny Keusch
Harriet Kopelman
Jeff Lynn
Rhoda Hertz
Vacancy
Sheila Cole
Joe Gluck
Jill Friedman
Bonnie Siegel
Helene Schulman

Confused About Insurance?
It has come to our attention that some homeowners,
while having bought insurance for their units purchased a
condominium insurance policy rather than homeowner’s
policy. They (or their insurance broker) are under the misunderstanding that the Association owns all of the buildings. The Association does not own the buildings but are
required to maintain the exteriors and the roofs according to
our documents.
Article X of our documents discusses insurance.
Article X, Section 1 discusses insurance in the Common
Areas. The Board is required to obtain liability insurance as
well as fire insurance with extended coverage, water damage, vandalism and malicious mischief endorsements, insuring the facilities (pool, pool pavilion, and clubhouse) on
the common properties, in an amount equal to their full replacement values and workmen’s compensation.
Article X Section 2 discusses insurance for each home.
Each homeowner shall be required to obtain and maintain
adequate insurance of his home which shall insure the property for its full replacement value with no deductions for
depreciation against loss by fire or other hazards. Such insurance shall be sufficient to cover the full replacement
value, or for necessary repair or reconstruction work. It is
recommended that homeowners obtain a “homeowner’s
policy (HO3).”
Those homeowners who do not have the correct type of
insurance policy have recently been contacted.
Any questions? Contact Bonnie Siegel

In Memoriam
The Hidden Ridge Community is
saddened to announce the deaths of
Gloria Klar
mother of Steven
Mel Marder
husband of the late Miriam
Robert Benmosche
beloved husband of Denise
(son-in-law of the late Senta Bar)

Aaron Baer
beloved husband of Hazel
May their memories be for a blessing.

Page 7

Hidden Ridge GEM . April 2015

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
The Board is made up of a group of dedicated volunteers who have agreed to serve our community. Some of
us live here full time, while others of us are seasonal residents. We like to enjoy our community and lives just the
way everyone else does. We are requesting that we receive phone calls during normal business hours only
unless you have a true emergency. Calls after 6 PM to get
someone’s phone number or to ask a question can usually
wait for the next day. Think about how you would feel if
you were out to dinner or having a night out and received
calls like these.
Thank you for your cooperation.

DOG REGISTRATION
The following rules concerning dogs
have been accepted into our documents. All residents (owners and
renters) are to adhere to the following:
 Homeowners and renters are to register their dogs
(including service dogs as well as those visiting for a
short time) with the homeowners association and provide proof of current rabies vaccination. Please send
this information to the office.
 All dogs residing in Hidden Ridge for a period of
30 consecutive days must also be registered and licensed in the Town of Thompson. Proof of this license must be presented to the homeowners association. All homeowners shall provide proof the dog is
licensed in the jurisdiction in which the dog's primary
residence is maintained, if the dog does not reside for
a period of 30 consecutive days in Hidden Ridge.
 Dog owners are responsible for abiding by the
regulations set forth by the Town of Thompson which
includes picking up after their dog, walking dogs on
leashes, avoiding excessive barking, etc.
 There is a limit of 2 dogs per unit. If you have
more than two dogs you MAY NOT replace the extra
dog(s) as you lose them.
If you need a copy of the Town of Thompson regulations, or if you have any questions, please contact:
Bonnie Siegel 917-969-9646 siegelmath@aol.com
Slow Down and STOP
As more owners, tenants and guests come to enjoy
our community, it is time to remind everyone that:
The speed limit on Hidden Ridge Drive and Terrace is 15 miles per hour.
Stop at all Stop signs.
Let us ensure that everyone at Hidden Ridge is safe and has a
wonderful summer.

For Your Information

Terry’s Fitness
& Health Corner
Food Fight
The Battle of the Nutrition Giants
By Terry Steinberg

We are all aware of the incredible benefits of eating
clean, pure and wisely. But did you know that even
among the best choices there are the top winners! To help
you in your quest for optimum nutrition, I listed some of
“the food fights;" you may be surprised at the winners!
And remember, in medical journals , the recent researchers are saying what we always knew, that getting your
vitamins from food (a good balanced diet is much more
effective than taking supplements.
1. Apples vs. pears: Champ pears provide 50% more fiber
and have an advantage of vitamin K which helps to fight
the risk of type 2 diabetes.
2. Almonds vs. walnuts: Champ almonds reign supreme
because of higher protein, vitamin E, riboflavin and
more. Daily consumption has been shown to quell forms
of inflammation.
3. Spinach vs. kale: Champ kale which has twice as much
immune fighting vitamin A and four times as much vitamin C, both of which are linked to healthier blood pressure numbers.
4. Canned salmon vs. canned tuna: Champ salmon which
is higher in ultra healthy omega-3 fats, higher in Vitamin
D and contains less of the toxin mercury than its counterpart tuna.
5. Brown rice vs. quinoa: Champ quinoa - when compared with humble brown rice, quinoa, the South American grain, is the super star providing generous doses of
protein, iron, fiber zinc, foliate and more!
6. Regular yogurt vs. Greek yogurt: Champ Opa! Greek
Yogurt because it provides about twice as much protein
and muscle building benefits and typically has half the
sugar. Both yogurts contain beneficial bacteria for gut
health and, in the name of fair play, regular yogurt has a
bit more calcium .
Those of you who know me, are familiar with my passion for healthy eating and exercise throughout my life;
but, I have been so impressed recently by my lovely
daughter-in-law, Lauren Kukafka Steinberg ( a 2nd generation Hidden Ridger) ,who has an amazing, informative
and life- changing website
********purefoodlove.com********* Trust me it is a
gift to yourself and family. Please go there and sign-up!
IT'S FREE and so inspiring. Happy, healthy eating!!
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The Treasurer’s Report
Current Financial Status as of December 6, 2014:
Operating:
$ 71,368
Money Market: $ 20,008
Reserve:
$ 151,000
Total:
$ 242,376
The Board is in the process of formulating the budget for the
new fiscal year that begins on May 1, 2015.
Our yearly audit will commence after April 30, 2015 and
hopefully it will be available for distribution in early July.
Please be reminded that payments are due the 1st of the
month. Late fees will be imposed on all payments that have a
postmark later than the 10th of the month.
In order to avoid late fees imposed on your account, please
make arrangements to have your monthly payments mailed in a
timely fashion. Several homeowners have set up with their banks
to generate their monthly checks and have them mailed from the
bank. Just make sure in the memo section that your unit number
is listed.

Social Committee
I hope everyone has had a healthy winter and is
ready to enjoy our community.
Our Welcome Back Breakfast is scheduled for
Sunday, June 14th at 10:30 AM in the Clubhouse. We will be
serving bagels and…. The price will be $9 per person. More details will follow once I get up to Hidden Ridge.
In order to provide “better entertainment,” we are planning to
have 5 or 6 shows this summer (which will include our July 4 th
and Labor Day dinner parties). We will need ideas for the other 4
Saturday nights when there is no show scheduled. How about a
Chinese auction and Chinese food? Or a night of square dancing? Or a night of Karaoke or a wine and cheese party with a DJ?
Do you have any ideas that we can consider? Along with your
ideas, you have to be willing to take charge, or work with a committee to execute the evening. Please do not recommend any
activity/event, unless you are willing to work to see it through,
from the planning stages to the final cleanup!
Is there anyone who has an idea for a change in menu for our
dinners? Please send your ideas and your willingness to volunteer to make this a great summer to me at
kkmds1220@yahoo.com or call me at 917-861-6291.

Welcome New Neighbors
Karen Crumley
Ross Elliott & Rosalio Inojosa

50 HR Drive
52 HR

Renter’s Corner
Abhay & Ruchita Jain

196 HR Drive

LAST CALL FOR SIGNING UP TO
LOWER THE ASSESSED VALUE OF
YOUR UNIT AND JOIN OUR
COMMUNITY TAX GRIEVANCE
This is the final call for those of you who have been
remiss in joining our community wide tax grievance.
As of this writing 100+ homeowners have signed up
to be part of the group that will file their tax grievance through the law offices of Walter Garigliano
for 2015. Articles have been published in previous
editions of the GEM explaining the process.
We are currently awaiting the lawyer’s office to send
to those who signed up the necessary paperwork to
be completed.
Where are the rest of you? Are you not interested
in saving money on your school and property taxes
by having the assessed value of your home? Even if
you have had a reduction in the past, you are eligible
to join the group action for 2015.
The following is a list of those homeowners who,
according to our records, have not signed up yet:
Hidden Ridge Drive: 8, 21, 23, 31, 33, 52, 65, 71,
74, 96, 109, 117, 125, 128, 134, 136, 142, 146, 161,
163, 171, 173, 175, 185, 200, 208, 214
Hidden Ridge Terrace: 10, 12, 16, 18, 24, 29, 32,
43, 47, 50, 54, 56
The tax grievance hearing is scheduled at the end of
May 2015. The lawyer’s office needs time to prepare your paperwork in a timely fashion
In order to be part of the group, contact Warren
Berkowitz IMMEDIATELY who will forward
your contact information to the attorney:
Email:
warrenb107@aol.com
Snail mail:
1445 Stephen Marc Lane
East Meadow, NY 11554
If you have any questions, contact
Warren Berkowitz or
Bonnie Siegel (917-969-9646)
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COMING SOON TO AN INTERNET
BROWSER NEAR YOU A NEWLY RENOVATED HIDDEN RIDGE
WEBSITE
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce that
we are currently working with a web site designer to
update our website. The new website will have the
same address (www.hiddenridgehoa.org). The website
promises to be easier to navigate and maintain.
It will include several user friendly drop-down
menus that will include:
 Contact information
 A list of the weekly activities
 Important news
 Dates to Remember
 An archive of the GEM
 Community Documents - A to Z Book with
all of the necessary forms
 Photo Gallery of the community and events
 Links to our advertisers and important contacts
 Local weather
 Google maps
If anyone has photos of the community/community
events that they would like to share - please contact
Linda Solomon at 917-747-8660 or
bonsdiva@aol.com.
It is still in the development stage and we will announce the official launch to everyone when it is
ready. If you want a preview of what it will look likego to www.delrayvillas45.com. They just had their
website renovated by the same web designer.

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS
There have been several occurrences (deaths and funerals, illnesses, etc.) over the winter in which those in
charge of disseminating information to the community
were not notified in a timely fashion. If you are aware of
something that should be disseminated to all of Hidden
Ridge, and you have not seen a timely email go out, please
make it your business to notify Bonnie Siegel or Eddie
Erlich as soon as possible. Thank you.

LEAVING
By Peter Morello

J

udy Tyler was anxiously waiting the day as any
eager eighteen year old would. It was the day when
independence would arrive and she would be free
from her perceived shackles of childhood and she
could be her own person and make her mark upon the
world. She would be free from being subservient and being
told what to do and when to do it – free from being watched
over and told it was because someone cared for her and was
doing it for her own good. Shortly, she wouldn’t have to
answer to anyone ever again.
“Linda, I can’t wait until I arrive. It’s going to be neat
being together again. I heard there’s a lot of night-life in
New York City.”
“Oh, of course there is. It’s nonstop – I mean, 24 hours a
day,” said Linda.
“What kind of apartment do you live in? Is it a highrise?”
“I live in Gramercy Park on 21st street and my building
is about fifteen stores tall and we live on the twelfth floor. I
have a terrace and a view of Gramercy Park and all the residents have access with a key because, you know, it’s a private park and all.”
“Oh, wow – a private park. What’s the key for,” Judy
inquisitively asked.
“Well, that’s how we get in and out of the park. Only
the residents of the buildings that surround the park can
have a key. The park is maintained with funds taken from
our monthly maintenance we pay the co-op.”
“Gee, I can’t wait to stay with you guys. It’s going to
be great,” Judy gushed. “Only two months from now we’ll
be together.”
Linda and Judy had met one year ago while working
as lifeguards for a hotel in Atlantic City. They became
close friends but after the summer, they went their separate
ways. Judy returned to Binghamton, New York, and Linda
to Manhattan. Nonetheless, they spoke weekly on the
phone. It was because of their friendship that Judy decided
to join Linda as a freshman at New York University.
Linda’s parents offered Judy a spare room they had so she
wouldn’t have to worry about the expense of living in a
dorm or even food for that matter.
Judy went downstairs to join her parents for dinner
and once they were all seated she made her announcement.
“I decided to attend NYU and live with Linda and
her parents.”
Judy’s parents both froze in their seats and stared intently at their only child as though she had just announced
she was facing a life-threatening illness. The bluntness of
her message struck them head-on and was totally unexpected.
Judy’s mother, Harriet, calmly inquired as to who this
“Linda person” was.
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“You remember, mom, we worked together at the Skyline Hotel last summer. I told both of you all about her.
You remember, don’t you, Dad?”
Both of Judy’s parents acknowledged they remembered hearing about Linda and how much Judy liked her.
“I don’t understand. You were also accepted at Binghamton State University,” said Judy’s father, Henry. “Why
don’t you go there?” Harriet was sternly shaking her head
in agreement with her husband.
“Well, first of all I want to be with Linda and by staying with her parents you don’t have to worry about paying
for room and board and besides, Binghamton is a dead
town. It’s about as depressing and down-on-its luck as you
can get. I hate it here. I want to go where the excitement
is.”
“Now wait a minute – we never met Linda or her parents and I don’t think it’s proper for you to be living with
strangers in such a big city as New York,” said Harriet.
“They’re not strangers to me because I know Linda
and besides – I’m eighteen and I can make my own decisions, Mom.”
“You can make your own decisions alright, but we’re
paying for your education and Binghamton is just fine,”
said Harriet.
“Mom, NYU is a better school and although you and
Dad are paying my tuition, I will be working part-time and
I have a say in matters also, don’t you think?”
Judy’s parents were unhappy to say the least and put
off talking about this unpleasant topic until they had regrouped.
That evening when Harriet and Henry were in bed,
Harriet’s mind was racing and sleep was not coming. Henry
was also wide wake but was lying perfectly still as though
he were asleep.
“Henry, I know you’re awake and thinking of the same
thing I am. We just can’t let Judy go. She’s our only child
and the thought of her going to New York City makes my
skin crawl. I mean, they have a mayor that looks like Frank
Perdue, crime is out of control, they just had a blackout and
a riot and they’re practically broke. The thought of losing
her breaks my heart.”
“Frank Perdue?” Henry asked quizzically.
“You know, that Koch guy. He’s a dead-ringer for
Frank Perdue.”
“Harriet, I’m not happy about this either but we’re not
really losing her…”
“Come on, Henry, do you really thing she’s going to
return to Binghamton? There’s no good jobs here – she’ll
have a life in New York City and never return. It’s not right
– we have to do something –we’re a family and we should
stay that way.”
“Her mind is pretty made up, Dear. I don’t want to risk
having her resent us. She has a right to make her own decisions.”
(continued on page 11)

(continued from page 10)

Harriet was unconvinced and slowly drifted off to
sleep as did Henry.
At about two AM Henry awakened to find Harriet
was not by his side. He checked the bathroom but it was
empty. He wearily went downstairs and noticed the
kitchen was dark. At the far end of the kitchen the door to
the basement was slightly ajar. He could see a flickering
light coming from the opening and he slowly opened the
door and began to descend the stairs.
As soon as he entered the staircase he could hear the
steady mechanical staccato of a machine. The lights were
off save for the flickering light that grew brighter as he
approached the bottom of the stairs. Once Henry reached
the basement he saw Harriet with her back facing him as
she sat on a sofa and was watching eight millimeter home
movies taken years earlier of Judy when they had visited
Florida.
Henry could see Harriet illuminated by the light of the
projector and she was dabbing her eyes with a handkerchief and sobbing softly. Henry slowly approached from
behind and gently laid both hands on her shoulders –
Harriet didn’t move but remained staring intently at the
screen.
“Do you remember when this was taken? Judy was
three and she seems so happy frolicking in the water as
you filmed her. She said she wanted to be a movie star so
her daddy could film her in the movies she was going to
make in Hollywood,” said Harriet while still sobbing.
Henry’s gaze was transfixed on the screen and he
found it hard to believe that almost fourteen years had
gone by since he filmed his daughter playing in the surf
in Fort Lauderdale. “Yes, I do remember when this was
taken. It seems so long ago, doesn’t it?” said Henry wistfully. “Listen, Dear, don’t you think it would be better if
we went back to bed? This isn’t doing any of us any
good.”
“I want to stay here and continue watching these
films. You go to bed and I’ll join you later,” Harriet responded while not taking her eyes off the screen.
Henry slowly made his way back up to their bedroom
but hesitated by Judy’s room and knocked softly on the
door. When there was no answer he knocked again – this
time more forcefully.
“Come in,” came the sleepy response from Judy.
“It’s only me, Sweetheart. Can I come in?”
“What’s wrong, dad.”
“Oh, nothing. I just thought we could talk for a few
minutes - that’s all.
“But dad, it’s almost 2AM.”
“I know the time, but I thought this was important and
we should talk a few minutes. You see – your mother is
in an awful state about your leaving to go to New York
City for college and she really doesn’t want you to go and
she would like you to reconsider.”
“Dad, it’s you also who doesn’t want me to go.”
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“Well, alright – so I feel the same way. Is it so bad for a
father not to want to see his only child go to such a dangerous place and maybe never come back again?” Henry replied while looking at the floor.
“I’ll be fine, Dad – and besides, I’ll be living with two
other adults who also don’t want any harm to come to me
or their own daughter.”
Henry sat down on Judy’s bed beside her and held both
of her hands in his. “Are you really sure this is what you
want?”
“Yes, Dad, I’ve thought it over many times and my
mind is made up and in two months I’ll be leaving for orientation. But don’t worry, I’ll be back to visit for the holidays and I’ll also spend some time with you and Mom during the summer. Hey, you guys can even come to New
York and visit me. It would be great to see the sights – I
mean the three of us.”
“It won’t be the same, Judy,” said Henry while letting
her hands go as he rose from the bed and walked to the
door. He turned around – stared straight at Judy and said
again, “it won’t be the same.”
As the next two months went by and the waning days of
August approached, nary a word was said between Judy
and her parents. They saw the ever increasing excitement
Judy was experiencing over her anticipation of going away
to school and starting her new life in New York City. Harry
and Harriet had all but give up trying to convince Judy that
she should stay in Binghamton but they were as apprehensive as ever and deeply wished she would stay with them.
Judy had to report for orientation during the last week in
August and the day her parents dreaded most had approached.
Judy had insisted on taking a cab to the bus depot – she
didn’t want to say goodbye to her parents at the depot and
wanted to make a less-than-public clean break from an
event that she knew could be emotional for her parents but
liberating for her. The cab was scheduled to arrive at eight
AM and Judy was ready by the door with her two suitcases
by 7:45.
Judy was speaking to her dad while her mom was
slowly descending the stairs from her bedroom while holding her handkerchief and trying to suppress her tears.
“Well, Dad, this is it. In three hours I’ll be in Manhattan
and starting a new life.”
“Listen, call us when you arrive and be careful down
there. There’re a lot of crazy people in Manhattan.”
Harriet approached Judy and hugged her tightly and
whispered in her ear, “You can still change your mind,
Judy.”
“Mom, it’s too late and you know that once I make up
my mind, it sticks. I’m only going to New York City not
Australia.”
Harriet let Judy go and felt she had permanently lost her
daughter. She felt defeated, depressed and as though she
had failed as a parent.
(continued on page 12)

(continued from page 11)

As the three of them continued their goodbyes, the cab
arrived and the horn sounded twice.
“Okay, gotta go,” Judy said excitedly.
Both Henry and Harriet hugged and kissed Judy again
and wished her well and gave her several last minute
warnings about life in the big city.
Judy picked up her suitcases and quickly made her
way to the waiting cab.
Harriet and Henry anxiously looked out their bay window in the living room as Judy walked to and entered the
cab. As her parents focused their stares at Judy, Harriet
began to speak in an agitated tone.
“Henry, what did we do wrong? We gave her everything and rarely said no. We sacrificed for her and always
took her best interests to heart. Our daughter is leaving
us. Why is she punishing us this way?”
Henry never took his eyes off Judy as she
got into the cab and it slowly pulled away
from the curb. He extended his left arm and
put it around Harriet’s shoulder and squeezed
firmly.
“She not punishing us, we’re punishing
ourselves.”

The Poet’s Corner
Seasonal Transition
Retreating to temperate climes,
We settle into new lazy routinesLanguid spaces, time suspended…
Ever green grasses,
Slanted golden rays illuminate
Wetland birds grazing, busy silence
Then-sudden distress
Rapid wings beat in unison,
Silhouette sapphire sky.
Silvery pause /our sanctuary transits,
Metal wings soar, capture us
Yield icy confusion, leaden grey haze
Swift snow squall
White flakes descend, swirl…
Burden frail brown branches.
Welcoming us again to New York!
March 31, 2015
Janet Lieberman
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ALLAN’S ALLEY
submitted by Allan Meyers

DEEP IN THE HEART OF TAXES
The plane landed at LAX a few days before New
Year’s Day. Adrienne and I were there to be with our
daughter who was to give birth to her first child within the
next few days. Either Sharon liked to be pregnant, or she
was lousy in math, as she just wouldn’t have the baby.
Alexander was born on the 19th of January and the Bris
was held 8 days later.
We arrived home on the last day of January, and picked
up our mail the next day. The post office gave us a laundry
basket full of junk mail, magazines and bills. One of the
bills was a tax statement from the Town of Thompson.
The statement stated if not paid by February 1st, please add
$7. So we paid the taxes, plus the $7.
A few days later we received our check back together
with a letter stating that the Town of Thompson does not
accept over payments of taxes. We then mailed off a new
check less the $7. Of course, a week or so later we received our check back with a letter stating that we sent in a
late payment of taxes and we owe penalty and interest.
We had opened the house in February as our grandsons
wanted to go snowboarding and rubber tubing at Holiday
Mountain. So on an extremely cold Friday we came up to
see the Financial Officer. The Thompson County Center
was located in the Ames Shopping Center. (Now called
the Shoprite Shopping Center).
The Financial Officer was a sweet old lady who told us
it was a computer that was rejecting our payments. We
were informed that if we paid her the taxes plus the interest and penalties we could apply for the over payment and
the Town of Thompson would return the overage.
When the Thompson envelope arrived, it did not contain a receipt but the return of our tax payment check. The
statement indicated that we still owed more interest and
penalties. So it was now back to the Town of Thompson!
The Financial Officer was ill so we showed the County
Executive copies of all of the checks that we had sent or
gave in payment of our taxes. She told us to pay the latest
statement and that the only way to get a refund was to sue
the County of Thompson in Small Claims Court.
Two weeks later we again received our check back.
The letter stated that the County does not accept over payment of taxes since they do not want to pay interest on the
over payment, especially since we had fully paid that
year’s taxes.

Lunch Buffet
Mon - Sat
$6.25

Dinner Buffet
Mon - Thurs
$9.49
Fri - Sat and
all day Sunday
$10.49
Mention this ad to your waiter and get $10 off your dinner
for 2 ( not valid with Early Bird or 2 for $25 Menu )
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NEIGHBORS!
TELL YOUR FRIENDS,
TELL YOUR RELATIVES
Unit #196 Hidden Ridge Drive is available
for rental for the Summer of 2015.
End unit with complete privacy all around.
Beautifully furnished.
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Please join us for our annual

WELCOME BACK BRUNCH
Bagels and…
$9.00 per person
Date:
Sunday, June 14, 2015
Time:
10:30 AM
Place:
Hidden Ridge Clubhouse
PLEASE RESERVE YOUR
PLACE BY JUNE 11, 2015

LET THEM KNOW!

Call Karen Seltzer
845-794-2752
(15 Hidden Ridge Drive)
Please bring checks (only) to Karen
Payable to “HRHOA” by June 11, 2015

Open Seating
Page AD 4

Hidden Ridge GEM . April 2015

If you patronize one of our vendors, let
them know that you saw their ad in our
newsletter and thank them for supporting us!

Thank you for
your patronage.
Looking forward to seeing all of you upon your return!
George Poulos
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Chris McGinnis, PT, DPT
Michael Parlapiano, PT, DPT
Physical Therapists

Call me for nagging little repairs that you’ve
been putting off - painting, plumbing, electrical,
landscape, and general house repairs
Cabinetry or leaky faucets - same precision work

PO Box 366
White Lake, NY
845-583-7913
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Cabinetry
Custom Countertops
Interior Design

Please - PATRONIZE OUR
ADVERTISERS!
Thank them for supporting the Hidden
Ridge GEM - they will appreciate your
business.
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Hidden Ridge GEM
6675 Overland Drive
Delray Beach, FL 33484
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Hidden Ridge Directory Information Sheet
Please complete the following form and return it to Bonnie Siegel at the address above. If previously sent, return this
form only if there are any recent changes.
Name: ________________________________________________
Hidden Ridge Address: ____________________________________

Phone: ____________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The following information will be kept confidential.
However, it will be included in the Hidden Ridge Directory if you check the appropriate line(s). Please indicate
below.

___ I want my alternate address/es and phone numbers included in the Hidden Ridge Directory.
Alternate Address #1: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Phone: __________________________
___ I want my cell phone number/s included in the Hidden Ridge Directory.
Cell Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: _________________________
___ I want my email address/es included in the Hidden Ridge Directory.
Email Address #1: _______________________Email Address #2: _______________________
___ I want my birthday/s (list name/date for more than one) and anniversary listed in the GEM

Birthdays _____________________________________ Anniversary ____________________

